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Happy New Year! Yes, another year 
is upon us. The question I have for 
us as a church is “What are we going 
to do with this new year?” We are a 
good church. We have a great 
number of really nice people. We 
tend to be amiable and considerate, 
even over issues where we disagree. 
We can even pat ourselves on the 
back, if we were so inclined, because 
we have a history of giving a higher 
percentage than most churches to 
missions. These things and others 
could tempt us to adopt an “if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it!” mentality. This 
is not an option. It is not an option 
because the premise is all wrong. It 
is not a question about the church. It 
is a question about the world. The 
reality is the WORLD is broken. It is 
sin-sick. It needs a cure and the only 
cure for it is Jesus Christ. 
Understanding this, we cannot 
simply keep doing what we have 
been doing. 

We could take a “we’ll do something 
once we get all our staff together” 
mentality. This could make sense 
since we currently have a search 
committee seeking to find two new 
pastors for our church staff. These 
two new pastors will seek to fill the 
voids left when Pastor Andrew 
moved to be the Senior Pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Port St. John, 
Florida and to transition our music 
ministry back into a full time 
position. We have, at times, hired 
men who could “grow into” the 
positions we hired them for. I am 
thankful for this because when I was 
hired as the Senior Pastor, I was one 
of these men. At this point in our 

church’s life we are not looking to 
hire men who can “grow into” these 
ministry roles, but rather men who 
have the experience and ability to 
grow these ministries. I ask that you 
be fervent in your prayers for this 
search committee, asking God to 
guide them to the men He has chosen 
for these positions. 

I look forward to the day when our 
staff is back to full strength, but we 
will not be simply waiting until that 
day arrives. This is definitely a 
season of transition, but it is not a 
time for inactivity. Someone once 
said, “You cannot kill time without 
injuring eternity.” While our staff 
situation at this time is not ideal, it is 
not what dictates if we are or are not 
going to make advances to the 
Kingdom. As I was setting things up 
for our Christmas Eve service and 
our Birthday Party for Jesus, all of 
the reasons why we cannot move 
forward at this time weighed heavily 
upon me. Yet, in the midst of all the 
discouragement, my mind kept 
returning to the fact that God is 
enough! I went home that night with 
a challenge. 

There is a glass ceiling in church 
attendance according to many church 
growth consultants. They say that 
many churches can grow to about 
500 but they lack the ability to grow 
past that. For several years this 
teaching has been in the back of my 
mind, but now it has taken center 
stage. Satan’s youth group is bigger 
than our youth group. There is room 
to grow! The world’s influence on 
children in our community is greater 

than our Children’s ministry’s 
influence. There is room to grow! 
Young fathers and their families 
struggle for lack of spiritual 
guidance in their lives. There is 
room to grow! Too many senior 
adults spend far too much time 
alone and wondering if anyone 
really cares. God cares as does His 
church. There is room to grow!  

What are we going to do with this 
new year? I say we make 2012 the 
year we break through that glass 
ceiling of 500 in worship services! 
Will it be easy? No! Last year we 
averaged 357 people in Sunday 
morning worship. We had a high on 
Easter Sunday of 452. We need to 
grow by more than ten percent over 
our very best day. It will not be 
easy. BUT, God did not call me to 
do what was easy. He called me to 
build His Kingdom. Can I do this 
alone? Not at all! BUT I am not 
alone. I am surrounded by a 
congregation of God-loving, 
mission-minded people who I am 
convinced are yearning to do 
something great for God. We are 
bolstered by an army of prayer 
warriors. We have the motivation of 
reaching more lost, equipping more 
of the saved, ministering to more of 
the hurting, and doing it all to bring 
glory to God! Will you do your 
part? The challenge is before us. 
What are we going to do with this 
new year? 

It’s something to think about…. 
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For Information regarding Church closings due to 
Hazardous Weather Conditions—  
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Any day that school is cancelled – all activities f or children & youth will also be cancelled.  

Some of you need to leave early in the morning to get to the church on time for the early service 
because you are Nursery workers/volunteers or have a part in the early service.  Please know, that 
you know the conditions of the roads around your home better than we do.  We will do our best to 
make an accurate and quick assessment of the roads around the church (and the church parking lot) 
but, ultimately you are responsible for your family’s safety and will need to make decisions regarding 
your family’s safety.   

Youth Transition Team:  Jonah Bauer and David Monk will be taking the lead of the youth ministries.  
They have a very capable team of caring adults who will be working alongside them to make sure the 
next months of the youth group are the best yet! 

Adult Education Transition Team:  Boyd Everett will take the lead with the Sunday night discipleship 
ministries and small groups.  David Monk will be in charge of Sunday School.  Both of these men come 
with a ton of experience, are highly trained and very qualified.  They are ready to lead the Adult 
Education area and take it to the next level! 

Search Committee:  The search committee has already begun 
meeting and has over 300 resume’s to review.  Pray for them as 
they seek God’s will in filling the positions as to which men will 
lead our ministries in the future.  If you have input concerning 
your preferences during this search process feel free to contact a 
search committee member. 

With sincere love and deep appreciation, 

Andrew Carrington 

 Keep In Touch! 
 Andrew and Angie Carrington                                  

 c/o First Baptist Port St. John 
 3900 Fay Blvd. 
 Port St. John, FL  32927 
 pastorcarrington@yahoo.com  
SKYPE:  pastorcarrington                                  
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   by Nora Price  
�
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 Andrew and Angie Carrington                                   

SKYPE:  pastorcarrington                                   
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The following people have recently joined Bella Vista Baptist Church.  Please welcome them to our 
family!  Make an opportunity to get to know them and their families. If you were left off of this list, 
please contact the church office as soon as possibl e so that we can ensure that we have your 
information on file . 
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Dear Bella Vista Baptist Church,  Thank you for letting TORCH Homeschool Group use your fellowship hall for our 
2011-2012 Spelling Bee.  We appreciate it very much.  
            Sincerely,  Audra Rowes, TORCH Spelling Bee Coordinator 
����

I offer my heartfelt thanks for your concern and prayers offered up to the Lord on my behalf, before, during and 
subsequent to my surgery on 11/11/11.  I’m recovering rapidly, thanks to the grace of the Lord, perhaps precipitated by 
your thoughtful prayers.  “Thank You”  Much appreciation and sincere thanks! 
          Ted Andress (Father of Bobbi Withers) 

We want to Thank You for hosting the Torch spelling bee.  We had a lot of fun.   Gabe and Boone Miller 

 

Thank you to all the Operation Christmas Child Volunteers.  BVBC sent in 523 shoeboxes and 137 of those boxes were 
from the congregation of BVBC!  We  could not have done it without all your help!  Thank you so much.  
                                                   Nancy Merrell 

 

Thank you to everyone for your generosity toward the Women On Mission’s “Support Our Troops” campaign.  We 
were able to fill six large boxes!  Thank You.                    Marjorie Shafer 

 

Larry and I want to thank everyone for all the many prayers, notes and support you have shown to us in the last several 
months. It was good to get to Mayo clinic and get a correct diagnosis. In case you don't know the diagnosis it is 
Chronic Mylomonocystic leukemia, in short we call it CMML. He'd lost a lot of weight and is now gaining it back and 
feeling good. We return to Mayo's Jan. 14 for a bone marrow test and lab and to see Dr. Al-Kali there. We pray he has 
gone into remission. Again, Thank you all for all the love you show to us. God is sooooo good and we give Him all the 
glory!              Barb and Larry  

 

Dear Church Family,  I want to thank you for the many encouraging cards, phone calls, visits, and most of all your 
prayers on my behalf during the past 8 weeks.  You have ministered in so many ways to not only me but to my family.  I 
am thankful for God’s healing hand and thankful to be home once again.             Virginia Goodwin 

 

Thank you. Thanks for the years of memories. I love you all and know God has a great plan for you. Thank you for the 
kind words, cards, warm wishes and other expressions of appreciation. You have really touched our lives in ways you 
will never understand. What we covet more than anything is your prayers as we move forward on this new adventure in 
following Christ.              Andrew & Angie Carrington 

 

We want to say “Thank You” for all the goodies and gifts you brought to the church office during the Christmas 
holiday.  You bless us more than you know.      Bella Vista Baptist Office Staff 

 

Dear Church Family, on behalf of all the families that received gifts from our “Giving Tree”, and those families that 
were blessed through your extra monetary donations that were made toward benevolence needs in December-- thank 
you! I wish that I had the right words to describe to you the joy that you’ve brought into these families lives…my feeble 
words can not do justice the overwhelming love that these families feel. I wish that I could share with you the smiles 
and tears of pure joy from both parents and children as we made our deliveries…my heart just swells with the 
memories. Please accept this as a sincere thank you from all of the lives that you’ve touched through your generosity 
this Christmas season. May God richly bless you,              Julie Weese  
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Personnel Committee:  Jay Allman, chairman, discussed the new hours 
and days that the clerical staff had initiated in order to bring better 
office coverage while bringing savings to the budget.  Those new times 
are: 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:  8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday:  8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday: The office will be closed but, church phones will be 
answered off site from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 

If there is a special need to have the office staffed on a Friday (funeral, 
etc.), the office staff will be in the office on that Friday. 
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Neal & Peggy Tallant ------------------------- 01/06/58 

Phil & Sandy Ridout -------------------------- 01/21/61 

David & Kara Beth Gosnell ------------------ 01/24/57 

Albert & Norma Woodell--------------------- 01/30/60 
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